Mark and Laura Woodward, March 2010

Dear praying friends,

Many thanks for your prayers and financial support for us over the last few months. It has been a time where things
haven't always been straightforward and according to our plans, but we've certainly known God's guidance as we
look to the future.
Mark has continued to enjoy his role in recruiting
people in the UK to be involved in Bible translation
around the world. It is always exciting to meet with
people who are open to wherever God may lead
them, as happened on the recent Window on
Wycliffe course, to which 14 people came.

The Window on
Wycliffe course in
February

Before that we had the opportunity to spend 6
weeks in America over Christmas which we were very
grateful for. It was wonderful to see friends and
family again, most of whom we hadn't seen for two
years. We also had the chance to speak at two
churches about what God is doing around the world
which is always a great privilege!
The trip was also hard in some ways, as Laura's
family are going through a difficult time. There are
some things from the past that weren't dealt with at
the time that are just starting to be resolved at the
moment. This will be a long and painful process, and
involves a lot of heartache and conflicting emotions
for the whole family.

Christmas in America

As a result of these things we have been thinking and
praying about whether we should spend a while living
in the US before we head overseas to Tanzania, in
order to be close to Laura's family. As we prayed
about this we felt that it was clearly the right thing to
do, and are excited for what God has ahead of us as
we plan to be based in Oregon over the next year or
two, potentially from August 2010.
During our time in the US one of our primary aims
will be to raise a team of supporters who will pray
for us and support us financially as we prepare to
work in a new Bible translation project in the west of
Tanzania in the future. We are praying for churches
and individuals to have a desire to join in with what
God is doing in this way, and our hope is that we will
in turn be a blessing to others as we are able to
involve them in the work of Bible translation.

We're also hoping that over the next year or two Mark will be able to work for the Uganda-Tanzania branch remotely from
Oregon, and thinking that Laura may possibly take some training in counselling that will equip her as she seeks to serve
others in this way in the future. Neither of these things are set in stone yet, so we'd appreciate your prayers as we look at
the various options.
We're praying too for additional financial supporters over the next few months, as we'll have extra costs (training, health
insurance, setting up an apartment) in the US. If you'd like to join our support team in this way we'd love to hear from you!
Before we can leave for the US there are still two things that need to happen. Laura's UK citizenship is now almost
completed which we're very thankful for! On 21st April she'll swear an oath of allegiance to the Queen, and can then apply
for a British passport! The second thing is that Mark needs a US visa before August, which we have applied for and are
praying that the process goes smoothly.
Mark has recently been asked if he could make a trip to southern Africa sometime this summer. Some of the churches and
a mission organisation in the west of Zambia are wanting to reach out to Bible-less groups around them, but not really
knowing where to start. So we're considering the possibility of Mark going to teach a short course in the principles of
language survey, and accompanying the group as they take a short research trip to these communities.
Also, in July some of our colleagues will be meeting church leaders and surveying the languages in Rukwa Region in the
west of Tanzania - where we'll potentially be working in the future - in preparation for starting a Bible translation project
with several language groups there. So we're praying about whether it might also be possible for one or both of us to
participate in this research trip.

Focus on Tanzania
Population: 38 million
National language: Swahili
Indigenous languages: 124
Religion: Christianity, Islam,Traditional Religion

Focus on Rukwa Region
Rukwa is a region in the West of Tanzania where we may
be working in future.
Population: 1.1 million
Indigenous languages spoken: Probably 10 or so
Languages with Bible: One language has a New
Testament which is difficult to understand.
Thanks so much for your prayer and support. As we look ahead to the future we see a lot of exciting possibilities, but we're
not quite sure exactly how God will work out the details.We're trusting each day that he will lead and guide us in the best
way to follow him, and appreciate you being part of this journey of faith with us!
Cut along here to remember to pray for us!
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Thank God for:

Pray for:

A good time in the US over
Christmas

The provision of our financial needs as
we spend time in the US

His leading in our plans to spend
some time in the US

Wisdom to know exactly what training
Laura should take when we're in Oregon

The ways that he is growing us
closer to himself

Details for Mark's Zambia workshop
and future assignment to be worked out

The work that he is already doing in
Tanzania, and for the Christians in
Rukwa Region in particular

That we'd know if a Tanzania trip would
be possible for us in July

