Mark and Laura Woodward, May 2009

Dear praying friends,
Thank you so much for your prayers over the last few months. We have known God's blessing in many ways, and feel that
we have learnt a lot more about him and what he is doing in the world too! Here's some of what we've been doing...
Mark has been continuing in his role as Recruitment Coordinator for Wycliffe UK, helping people to know how they can
be part of the Bible translation team in the UK or overseas. In February he was helping to teach the Window on Wycliffe
course, where 24 people from across Europe came together to find out more about what God is doing.
The course was significantly different from previous times
that it had been held, with a much greater emphasis on
God's mission and what he is doing through his worldwide
church, and then thinking through how we can join in with
what he is doing.
On the final Saturday of the course we held our first ever
Check IT Out day, for enquirers interested in using their
computing and IT skills in Bible translation. Nine people
came to this event, and all seemed to find it useful.While
only one is currently preparing to serve with Wycliffe, they
all went away with a much greater understanding of the
role of IT in mission work, and a desire to share that with
their IT colleagues.

Participants on the Window on Wycliffe course

We are thankful to God for the current group of applicants for
Wycliffe membership, many of whom will be studying at the
Wycliffe Centre from this August. It is always a privilege to see the
people God is involving in what he is doing.
Please pray for these applicants as many of them are still in the
application process, and for Mark as he tries to help many of
them to find suitable assignments overseas from next year.
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As well as working with people considering long-term Wycliffe
membership, Mark is also involved in recruiting for the 4-week
Engage summer teams. After a slow start in applications, a lastminute rush meant that 23 team members will be part of three
teams this summer, going to Burkina Faso, Cambodia and
Cameroon.
Having watched from a distance as the teams went overseas in
the last couple of years, we're excited to actually be part of one of
the teams this summer! We'll both be leading the Burkina Faso
team from 1-29 July.

Having met the other five team members at the orientation weekend we're really looking forward to the summer! They are
all aged 18-20, so make us feel quite old!
During the time overseas we'll be visiting Bible translation projects in different parts of Burkina Faso, getting to know the
local translators, encouraging and praying for them, and serving the translation team in any way that we can.

Please pray for the whole team as we prepare for July – getting immunisations, anti-malarials, visas, packing, sharing with
others about what we'll be doing, and most importantly praying for the time overseas.
Looking ahead
In June we're excited that Laura's cousin will be visiting us from the States, and then when we get back from Burkina Faso
her parents and sister will be coming, which we're really looking forward to! Please pray that we'd have a really good time
with them all, as it will be the first time we've seen any of them for 18 months.
In August Mark will again be teaching phonetics to new Wycliffe members from across Europe as they prepare to go
overseas to work in Bible translation projects around the world.
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We're thankful that Laura's application for permanent UK residency was successful last month, and are now looking ahead to
her applying for citizenship in January! Our plan at this stage is that we would return to Tanzania after Laura becomes a UK
citizen, which we hope would mean we could arrive in January 2011.
As we think about the future we're in contact with the people in Tanzania that Mark was working with before, discussing what
we might be able to do when we go back. One of the possibilities is that we would be involved in starting a new cluster Bible
translation project, working with several language communities in the western part of the country, helping them to write down
their language for the first time and working with the churches as they start translating the Bible into these languages.
Please pray for wisdom as we discuss possibilities with people in Tanzania, and that we would know what training we should be
taking over the next year to prepare for our time overseas.
Thanks so much for your support for what we're doing in Bible translation! We feel privileged to be playing a small part in what
God has been doing for thousands of years – reaching out to and identifying with all people in their own language and culture.
We hope and pray that you're also excited about the part you're playing in proclaiming the wonders of God in every language!
Thank you!
Cut along here to remember to pray for us!
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Thank God for:

Pray for:

What he is doing around the world,
and the fact that he involves us!

That God would continue to call the right
people to work in Bible translation

An encouraging Window on Wycliffe
course, with a renewed focus on God's
mission

Wisdom as we lead the summer team to
Burkina Faso

A great team that we'll be taking to
Burkina Faso in July

A good time with Laura's cousin and
parents and sister when they come

Laura's indefinite leave to remain in
the UK!

Safety and good health for the team

That we would be open to whatever God
would teach us in the coming months

