Mark and Laura Woodward, March 2008

Dear praying friends,
It's time for another update on what we've been up to in the last few months, and the exciting things that God has given us
the privilege of being involved in! We hope this letter will encourage you, inspire you, and inform you as you continue to
support the work of Bible translation!
October and November were relatively quiet months for Mark in
his recruitment job, after the busy month of September. He
continued to keep in touch with enquirers, and tried to catch up
with his to do list after having taught and organised events.
In early December he organised another "Wycliffe and Me"
event, this time in York in northern England, which was
encouraging. 13 people attended the day, many of whom were
young, and considering going overseas with Wycliffe at some
point.
In February Mark was also helping to teach on another “Window
on Wycliffe” course – aimed at giving people an idea of what it's
like to work overseas with Wycliffe.

The February
Window on
Wycliffe course

Laura has continued with her role as Personal Assistant to the Executive Director, which keeps her busy 3 days of the
week. From day to day she does things like emailing people, booking appointments, sending out publications and filing
documents. She really enjoys being able to serve in this way, enabling others to do their jobs better.
Photos from the US

America!
In December we flew to the US where we witnessed two
weddings and spent Christmas with Laura's family in Oregon. It
was really great to be with her family again, and especially to see
her brother Michael get married to his fiancée Marie! The other
wedding was also very special, with one of Laura's best friends,
April, getting married to her fiancé Jonathan in northern California.
Another reason for the trip was to meet up with some of our
supporters and one of our supporting churches in northern
California. It was such a blessing to be there, even though we were
only in the area for a few short days.
We were really made to feel at home by both the pastors and the
people in the church, many of whom we hadn't met before, so
that was great. On the Sunday morning Mark shared from Acts
chapter 2 when the disciples proclaimed God's wonders in
different languages so everyone could understand, and how God is
a God of creativity and of translation, who still wants to
communicate with his people in a way we can understand!

Another highlight of the trip was visiting some good friends in southern California, and extended family on the east coast in
Georgia, some of whom Mark hadn't met before. We were blessed to be able to see so many people in our 6 weeks in
the US, and also for good health and safe travel throughout the time.
Back in the UK we are settling into our jobs again. Laura now has a new boss, as the Executive Director came to the end of his
third term in February. She is enjoying working for the new ED, and the fresh perspective that he brings to the job. Please
pray for wisdom for him, and also that Laura would be able to support him well in her role as Personal Assistant.
For Mark this is a busy time of year, as he speaks with people interested in serving with Wycliffe, both in the UK and overseas.
He is finding that there are a high number of enquirers at the moment, which is definitely something to praise God for! Please
continue to pray that the Lord will “send more workers into the harvest field”!
One aspect of Mark's job is finding assignments for new European members going overseas to work in language projects. He's
finding that this can be quite a challenge, as it involves communicating with diverse branches across the world, as well as with
other Wycliffe organisations throughout Europe. Please pray for wisdom and clear communication in this task, and that all the
new members would feel peace about wherever God is calling them.

The Wycliffe Centre and the surrounding area are really beautiful throughout
the year, but especially so on the rare sunny days!

Looking ahead...
In April we'll be representing Wycliffe for a week at Spring Harvest – a large Christian festival in the UK. The focus of the
event this year is Bible Translation, so please pray for people to be prompted to find out more about the role they can play.
Later in April Mark will be having key discussions about a planned literacy team to go to Chad to work with Darfur
refugees in 2009. Please pray for these discussions, as the situation is far from simple, not least because of the currently
very unstable security situation in the region.
Thanks so much for your prayer for us over the past few months! We're so blessed to know that you are standing with us
in these things, and hope that you are encouraged to see a little bit of what God is doing here in the UK and further afield!
Cut along here to remember to pray for us!
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Thank God for:

Pray for:

Continued provision of accommodation and
our other needs here in the UK

Wisdom and strength for Laura as she
continues in her role as PA to the
Executive Director

A very encouraging trip to the US, and
time spent with family and friends
The new Executive Director and the fresh
outlook he brings to the organisation
The new applicants and members the Lord
has called in the last few months
The fact that we both enjoy our jobs!

Good conversations with people at the
Spring Harvest event
For the Lord to continue to send workers
into the harvest field!
That we would be focussed on the Lord in
all that we do!

